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Advertising and Distributing Materials in Schools Provided by Non-School Related Entities

This policy governs access by third parties who are not employed by or performing services on behalf of the District to advertise,
post, distribute, or otherwise have disseminated written materials or other content to students or their families through official
channels of the District.

Channels that the District has traditionally used to communicate with families or the community, that reasonably can be
perceived as coming from the District or bearing the District’s endorsement, or over which the District asserts editorial control of
the speech, such as the District’s website, social media feeds, newsletters, etc., are considered speech of the District. Third
parties are not entitled to have their content disseminated through such channels. The inclusion or exclusion of third-party content
through such channels is within the sole prerogative of the District and is subject to approval by the Superintendent or designee.

Community, Educational, Charitable, or Recreational Organizations

Community, educational, charitable, recreational, or similar groups may, under procedures established by the Superintendent,
advertise events or opportunities pertinent to students’ interests or involvement by having them included in the District’s “digital
backpack” or its future equivalent or by posting signage at designated locations.All advertisements or similar content must (1) be
student-oriented, (2) prominently display the sponsoring organization’s name, (3) be approved in advance by the Superintendent
or designee, and (4) explicitly state that they are not sponsored or endorsed by the District. The District will not disseminate
through this channel any advertisements or other content by community or parent organizations that either are not student-
oriented or are entities in which the District does not play an official role.

Additionally, due to their special relationship with the District, the following groups or organizations may disseminate content to
students or families through the digital backpack or by additional District-sponsored means, as approved by the Superintendent
or designee:

1. Committees and organizations in which the District plays an official role (e.g., PTA, Skokie ELL Parent Center, or an ad
hoc District committee);

2. State and federal agencies and units of local governments (e.g., village, park district, library, health department, police and
fire departments), when such dissemination will promote the health, safety, and welfare of students or is directly related to
the school district's curriculum or school activities and is in furtherance of their governmental activities; and

3. Third parties that provide or augment District services (e.g., third parties that provide supplemental student clubs or after-
school care).

Distributions under this policy by the three types of entities described above shall be at reasonable times and locations, and
shall be made in a reasonable manner as determined by the Superintendent or designee.

Ultimately, the District reserves the right to decide where and when any advertisement or third-party content is distributed,
displayed, or posted. Further, the District reserves the right to reject any third-party content that:

1. is likely to cause substantial disruption to or materially interfere with the orderly operation of the school or its activities,
2. violates the rights or invades the privacy of others,
3. infringes on a trademark or copyright,
4. is defamatory, obscene, vulgar, or indecent,
5. promotes alcohol, tobacco, drugs, or other illegal activity; or
6. is not appropriate for the age and maturity level of the students to whom it is directed.

Third-party content is not to be disseminated through any channel of the District without prior approval by the Superintendent or
designee. Requests to disseminate content under this policy must be submitted to the Superintendent or designee prior to the
proposed dissemination. Each request must include a copy of the content proposed to be disseminated, the name of the third
party, the purpose for distributing the material, and the proposed date(s) or timeframe of the desired dissemination.

Nothing in this policy prevents teachers and administrators from utilizing outside materials or speakers when they have
determined that such materials or speakers will further the curriculum or educational program of the students under their charge
or to promote their health, safety, and welfare.

Commercial Companies and Political Candidates or Parties

Commercial companies, political candidates, and political parties, and anyone on their behalf, are not allowed to advertise, post,
distribute, or otherwise have disseminated content in schools or on school grounds at any time. No individual or entity may
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advertise or promote its interests by using the names or pictures of the School District, any District school or facility, staff
members, or students except as approved by the Board.

The Superintendent is authorized to develop administrative procedures to implement this policy, as necessary.

LEGAL REF.:     

Lamb’s Chapel v. Center Moriches Union Free Sch. Dist., 508 U.S. 384 (1993).

Berger v. Rensselaer Central Sch. Corp., 982 F.2d 1160 (7th Cir. 1993), cert. denied, 113 S.Ct. 2344 (1993).

Sherman v. Community Consolidated Sch. Dist. 21, 8 F.3d 1160 (7th Cir. 1993), cert. denied, 8 F.3d 1160 (1994).

Hedges v. Wauconda Community Unit Sch. Dist. No. 118, 9 F.3d 1295 (7th Cir. 1993).

Victory Through Jesus Sports Ministry v. Lee’s Summit R-7 Sch. Dist., 640 F.3d 329 (8th Cir. 2011), cert. denied, 565 U.S.
1036 (2011).

DiLoreto v. Downey Unified Sch. Dist., 196 F.3d 958 (9th Cir. 1999).

Higher Soc’y of Indiana v. Tippecanoe Cty., Indiana, 858 F.3d 1113 (7th Cir. 2017).

Illinois Dunesland Pres. Soc'y v. Illinois Dept. of Nat. Res., 584 F.3d 719 (7th Cir. 2009), cert denied 584 F.3d 719 (2010).

Pleasant Grove City v. Summum, 555 U.S. 460 (2009).

Walker v. Texas Div., Sons of Confederate Veterans, Inc., 576 U.S. 200 (2015).

O'Brien v. Vill. of Lincolnshire, 955 F.3d 616 (7th Cir. 2020).

CROSS REF.:     7:330 (Student Use of Buildings - Equal Access)

Adopted: January 19, 2021

Fairview SD 72

8:25

8:25
2 of 2

http://www.ca8.uscourts.gov/opndir/11/05/102296P.pdf

	8:25 Advertising and Distributing Materials in Schools Provided by Non-School Related Entities

